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gent forces. That, especially, the army at and about
Fortress Monroe; the Army of the Potomac; the
Army of Western Virginia; the army near Mum-
fordville, Ky.; the army and flotilla at Cairo, and a
naval force in the Grulf of Mexico, be ready to move
on that day.

That all other forces, both land and naval, with
their respective commanders, obey existing orders for
the time, and be ready to obey additional orders when
duly given.

That the heads of Departments, and especially the
Secretaries of War and of the Navy, with all their
subordinates, and the Greneral-in-chief, with all other
commanders and subordinates of land and naval
forces, will severally be held to their strict and full
responsibilities for the prompt execution of this order.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.

The italics are ours. Why this superfluous order
to the troops and their commanders to obey their
arders is inserted, is not very clear. The soldiers
most certainly were not in a mutinous condition.
They were only too ready to do what they might be
told. We suspect that the sentence was intended for
the commanders of the armies; that the President
meant to indicate by it that he had got tired of dis-
cussing plans of campaign, and that in the future a
general who was ordered to take Richmond or Knox-
ville would be expected to obey at once. It looks as
if the President thought that, by this simple expe-
dient, he had got rid of the difficulties in the way of
immediate action.